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What is HighTechU? 
 
Based in the University of Victoria Faculty of Engineering, HighTechU is an innovative learning                           
community & skills incubator for high-school-aged youth to make connections, build                     
professional skills, and explore diverse education and career pathways related to technology. 
 

Who is it for? 
 

HighTechU is for interested high-school students looking to develop a network of like-minded peers and mentors, build 
professional soft skills, and explore how technology can be used to positively impact the world around them. 
 

How do I apply? 
 

HighTechU is membership based, allowing students to access a variety of learning resources (see Member Benefits). 
Membership Applications can be downloaded from the HighTechU website and are submitted via email. Prior to 
membership being granted, applicants will be required to complete a consent, waiver and indemnity form. 
 

What is the selection process? 
 

Applications are reviewed by a selection committee on a monthly basis to ensure that they meet the eligibility criteria (see 
Membership Criteria). Once reviewed, applicants will be contacted with our decision within 30 days.  
 

Due to limited resources of this program, new membership will be capped at 100 students for the 2019-2020 season. 
 

Is there a cost? 
 

Applicants will be required to pay a non-refundable application fee of $10, which will also cover annual membership fees 
for the 2019-20 season. Further details on payments will be provided upon receipt of a completed application. Please note 
that annual membership fees are subject to change, and specific components of HighTechU, such as the Skills Academy, 
will involve additional costs (see Skills Academy).  
 

HighTechU is committed to ensuring we remain accessible to all students, regardless of socio-economic status.  
As such, we are committed to working with students and families to ensure that fees do not impact participation. 

How long does Membership last? 
 

Memberships last from the date of acceptance until the following August and can be renewed annually. In the event that 
an applicant/member is deemed to be a hazard to the safety and/or rights of others, or has violated the guidelines and 
expectations set out for all members (see below), HighTechU reserves the right to dismiss or refuse membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

What are the Membership Criteria ? 

Students eligible to become a member of HighTechU must satisfy all four of the following criteria: 

★ Be a high-school student, or a homelearner, living and studying in BC. 
★ Have an interest in learning through/about technology. 
★ Demonstrate a commitment to the HighTechU Core Values (see below). 
★ Meet and maintain the Member Standards and Expectations (see below). 

 

What are the Member Standards and Expectations? 

As a member of HighTechU, you are expected to meet the following standards and expectations: 

★ Uphold and demonstrate the HighTechU Core Values (see below). 
★ Actively support HighTechU in creating positive, safe, and inclusive learning environments.  
★ Refrain from verbal, physical or virtual harassment of any kind. 
★ Refrain from consumption of illegal drugs and alcohol while taking part in programs. 

 

What are the HighTechU Core Values? 
 
 

 
   

Respect  Resilience  Creativity 

     

Curiosity   Teamwork  Innovation 
 
 
 

 

Beyond a core value, Diversity is a cornerstone of HighTechU. 
Through our learning community, we aim to create a safe and welcoming 
environment where all persons, regardless of race, gender identity, religion, 
sexual orientation, or socio-economic status, can discover and explore the 
world of technology and their role leading future innovation.  

 

 
 
 



What are the Membership Benefits? 

As a member of HighTechU, you gain access to a wealth of learning resources including, but not limited to, the following: 

Resources  Workshops  Academy 

Mentorship  MeetUps  Internships 

Academy cohorts run over seven Saturdays, 
allowing students to build their portfolio while 
supported by industry and post-secondary mentors. 
Eligible students may also be able to gain dual credit. 

Resources are available through an online learning 
portal and regular monthly newsletters, allowing 
members to continue their journey of technology 
exploration and discovery at their own pace. 

Workshops are offered throughout the year on a 
wide range of topics, from academic research areas 
to career pathways in technology and professional 
skills for the 21st Century workplace. 

Mentors from local industry and post-secondary 
institutions provide members both technical and 
professional support, and help highlight the many 
different pathways to a career in technology. 

MeetUps are an important aspect of our growing 
community,  facilitated by Youth Ambassadors and 
aimed at providing a safe and accessible space for 
members to interact with each other and mentors.  

Internships are available to Academy alumni, 
providing eligible members the opportunity to gain 
engaging, practical work experience in the local 
technology industry while also gaining credits. 

Further information on the Skills Academy and Internship Programs can be found on Pages 3-4 



About the Skills Academy 

Academy Overview 

The Skills Academy is a project-focused, team-based program that allows students to start building a professional 
portfolio, using technology to solve real-world problems while supported by university and industry mentors. Offered in the 
winter, spring and summer terms on-campus at the University of Victoria, students gain practical experience in teams 
while building the type of in-demand professional skills that are critical for future education and career pathways. 

Am I eligible to apply for the Academy? 

If you meet the HighTechU Membership Criteria, than you are eligible to apply for the Skills Academy program. For those 
interested in applying for the Dual Credit option, you will need to meet the additional eligibility requirements found below. 

Who will be a successful applicant for the Academy? 

Successful applicants for the Skills Academy program must demonstrate how they exemplify our six core values of 
respect, resilience, creativity, curiosity, teamwork and innovation in their daily lives. With diversity as a cornerstone, 
applicants must also be able to demonstrate a range of interests and experiences outside of education and technology. 

How is the Academy structured? 

Academy cohorts are delivered in the form of a University of Victoria undergraduate course (CSC 103), enabling eligible 
students to obtain high-school and post-secondary (dual) credit while accessing support through their School District. 

As Academy cohorts are delivered through the above undergraduate course, students who are selected for the Academy 
but are ineligible for the dual credit option, must register as an auditor in the class. 

Further details on the audit registration process will be provided to successful applicants. 

Academy cohorts are subject to change, but currently are scheduled to take place during the following periods: 

Cohort  Cohort Period  Tentative Focus Area  Tentative Days  Tentative Times 

1  February 1 - March 14, 2020  Software Engineering  Saturdays  10am-4pm 

2  March 28 - May 16, 2020  Software Engineering  Saturdays  10am-4pm 

3  July 6 - 17, 2020  Computer Engineering  Monday-Friday  10am-4pm 

Am I eligible to apply for the HighTechU Dual Credit option? 

Students wishing to participate in the Skills Academy to obtain dual credit, must meet these additional requirements: 
★ Be enrolled in Grade 11 or 12 at an SD61 (Greater Victoria School District) high school.
★ Completing a full range of courses required to be admitted to degree studies at the University of Victoria.
★ Minimum 85% average in all academic subjects to date.
★ Demonstrate language proficiency if English is not your primary language (uvic.ca/enpr).
★ Canadian citizen or permanent resident.
★ At least 16 years of age (except under special circumstances).



How do I apply for the Academy? 

Application for the Skills Academy involves 1 or 2 packages, the: 
● Academy Application Package (mandatory), and;
● HighTechU Dual Credit Application Package (optional).

Academy Application Packages are a requirement for all students wishing to take part in the Skills Academy. This 
application can be found online at https://hightechu.ca and is submitted via email by the November 2019 deadline. 

HighTechU Dual Credit Application Packages are an additional requirement for students seeking to pursue dual credit. 
Applications can be accessed through your school counsellor, who will work with students to determine suitability and to 
complete the package. This package is submitted directly to your counsellor and will be delivered to the University of 
Victoria Undergraduate Admissions Office, separate from the Academy Application Package. 

For more information on applying to the HighTechU Dual Credit option, please contact your school counsellor. 

What happens after I submit my Academy application? 

Following the submission deadline, Academy Application Packages will be reviewed by an internal selection committee, 
comprised of HighTechU staff. Selected applicants will then be invited to a mandatory group interview and information 
session, for further assessment. Successful candidates will be informed of their interview results by email within 30-days 
of the interview, and will be invited to participate in the Academy either as a dual credit student or auditor. 

What is the cost for the Academy? 

Auditing  Dual Credit 

If attending the Skills Academy as an auditor, students are 
responsible for paying related audit fees. However, there 
are no additional student fees which must be paid. 

Estimated audit fee (based on 2019-20 rates) is: $284.82 

Note that as you are not paying student fees you will be 
unable to access services/facilities provided by the UVic 
Students’ Society (UVSS) and UVic Athletics & Recreation. 

If attending the Academy as a dual credit student, your 
tuition will be paid by your School District. However, you 
are responsible for paying student fees and other costs 
related to your studies (see below). 

Note that student fees enable you to use the services and 
facilities provided by the UVic Students’ Society (UVSS) 
and UVic Athletics & Recreation.  

Estimated student fees per term (based on 2019-20 rates) 
● UVSS: $38.43
● U-PASS (bus pass)*: $81.00
● Athletics & Recreation: $44.44

* Students who already have valid BC Transit bus passes
may opt out of the U-PASS program.

HighTechU is committed to ensuring we remain accessible to all students, regardless of socio-economic status. As 
such, we are committed to working with students and families to ensure that fees do not impact participation. 

https://hightechu.ca/


About Internship Opportunities 

Internship Overview 

For graduates of the Skills Academy, internships provide an opportunity to gain practical work experience with one of our 
local industry partners. Supported by industry mentors and an educational job coach, internships are a chance to gain 
early insight into technology careers, while also gaining high-school credit in Work Experience 12A/12B (if applicable).  

Some internships may also be available to the general membership on a case-by-case basis. 

What would I be doing in my internship? 

Internships vary greatly based on employer, allowing interns to explore the many different aspects of a career in 
technology. Past interns have worked on both internal projects and production systems, completing tasks ranging from 
quality control to product development and testing. While the experience will be unique to both intern and employer, all 
internships will provide a chance to put skills and knowledge to good use, while contributing to the local community. 

Past interns have been hosted at Sendwithus and the Coast Capital Savings Innovation Centre. 

When do Internships take place? 

Internships are subject to availability, with most taking place during the months of July and August. Employment terms 
and contracts are managed through individual employers, with ongoing support for both interns and hosts provided by 
HighTechU. While we encourage all Skills Academy graduates to apply, there are limited internship opportunities available, 
and as such not all applicants will be accepted for a position.  

Upon successful completion of their internship, graduates may be eligible for a post-secondary award which can be 
applied to their first-year tuition should they choose to attend the University of Victoria. 

Am I eligible to apply for an Internship? 

Students wishing to participate in the Internship program must meet the following eligibility criteria: 

★ Member in good standing of HighTechU
★ Completed a HighTechU Skills Academy course within the past 2-years.
★ Demonstrate language proficiency if English is not your primary language (https://uvic.ca/enpr).
★ Canadian citizen or permanent resident.
★ At least 16 years of age.

How do I apply for an Internship? 

Application processes differ based on individual employer requirements. Eligible Academy alumni will be informed of 
available Internship opportunities on a regular basis and invited to apply following the requested process. 

https://www.dyspatch.io/sendwithus/
https://www.uvic.ca/innovation/
https://uvic.ca/enpr


Important Dates 

October 8, 2019   Skills Academy and Membership Applications Open 

December 1, 2019   Deadline for Skills Academy Applications 

    December 4-5, 2019 1   Group Interview/Information Session invitations sent (via email) 

    December 7-8, 2019 1   Group Interview(s)/Information Session(s) 

December 20, 2019 1   Selection Decisions sent via email (tentative) 

February 1 - March 14, 2020 2   Skills Academy Cohort 1 

March 28 - May 16, 2020 2   Skills Academy Cohort 2 

July 6 - 17, 2020 2   Skills Academy Cohort 3 

1 Selection process dates are approximate and subject to change. 
2 Cohort dates are subject to change based on availability to successful applicants. 

Information Sessions 

For the 2019-2020 season, in addition to presentations in schools, HighTechU will also be hosting our own virtual 
information sessions, as well as in-person information sessions around the capital regional district. 

Virtual Information Sessions will take place via 
video-conference on the following Mondays at 5:00pm: 

October 14 
October 28  

November 4 & 18 

In-Person Informations sessions will take place at sites 
around the CRD on the following Wednesday’s at 6:30pm: 

October 16 
October 23 
October 30 

RSVP for an information session at https://events.eply.com/htuinfo 

Would you like to schedule an information session for your class or school?  
Please contact us at info@hightechu.ca to see if we can find a date that will work for your school. 

https://events.eply.com/htuinfo
https://events.eply.com/htuinfo
mailto:info@hightechu.ca


 

 

About UVic Engineering 
 

 
At UVic Engineering, we're pushing the edges of 
engineering and applied science. We’re creating tangible 
solutions to real-world problems and making an impact 
with projects like: 
 
 

● sustainable housing and energy systems, 
● virtual reality simulations that help people understand the effects of a tsunami, 
● medical devices that will improve the health of people around the world, and 
● new applications of machine learning and artificial intelligence. 

 
At UVic, you’ll get the dynamic hands-on experience you’ll need to launch a successful career. Take part in co-op work 
placements, join award-winning student teams and study in state-of-the-art facilities with professors whose research 
makes a difference every day. 
 

 
For more information related to studying 
Engineering or Computer Science at the 
University of Victoria, please contact: 
 

 

 

Timmons Wong 
Engineering Student Recruitment Officer 
Phone: 250-472-5569 
Email: timmonsw@uvic.ca 

 

Additional Information 

For more information on HighTechU, please visit our 
website at: 
https://www.hightechu.ca 

Or contact: 
HighTechU 
Faculty of Engineering 
University of Victoria 
hightechu@uvic.ca 

 

 
 
 


